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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re: Dwight A. Burford et al. 

Appl. No.: To be assigned 
Filed: Concurrently herewith 

For: SYSTEM AND ASSOCIATED FRICTION STIR WELDING (FSW) 

ASSEMBLY, CONTROLLER AND METHOD FOR PERFORMING 
A FRICTION STIR WELDING OPERATION \ 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
CITATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 

Sir: 

Attached is a list of documents on form PTO-1449. In accordance with the Office waiver 
published July 1 1, 2003, copies of the cited U.S. patents and patent application publications are 
not enclosed. Applicant does enclose copies of any cited foreign patent documents and non- 
patent literature in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2). 

It is requested that the Examiner consider these documents and officially make them of 
record in accordance with the provisions, of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 and Section 609 of the MPEP. By 
submitting the listed documents, Applicant in no way makes any admission as to the prior art 
status of the listed documents, but is instead submitting the listed documents for the sake of full 
disclosure. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Andrew T. Spence 
Registration No. 45,699 

Customer No.. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101~South-Tryon Street, Suite 4000 . - - — 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 111 

"Express Mail" mailing label number EV 33 1 6087 1 8 US v 
Date of Deposit October 27, 2003 

Thereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1 . 1 0 on the date indicated above and is addressed to: Mail Stop Patent 
Application; Cornrnissiontf for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

Sarah B. Simmons CLT0l/46l6234vi 
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